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and toxic waste landfills that are causing deep concern in their towns. Members mclude Seated left to right,

Kim Wills, Matt Agnello and Julie Freeland, and standing, left to nght
Katie Olson and chemistry teacher Mtchet e Hmch ‘ﬁe the group 5 adv;
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IS‘TON"w A sroup of
Lewiston-Porter high school st
dents has taken up the fieht to clar-
ify and cle '11'up ft.lm area’s
legacy. '

“Most people seem to think the

~ chemicals in the ground are noth-
ing to ot concerned about,”
Matthew Agncllo, 16, president of
an environmental group called Pro-
moting Local Environmental
Awareness. “But it definitely
should concern all Lew:Port stu-
dents, and the teachers and admin-
istrators. too,”

~ Agnello reactivated an orgdn:~
zation that had been dormant for
several years. The group is the stu-
dent equivalent of such established
environmental orpanizations
Residents for Responsible Govern-
ment and Residents Organized for
Lewiston-Porter  Environment,
both of which have been waging
frustrating battles to get the gov-
e¢rnment to remove potential
health hazards trom the “r()und or
at least identify them.

Agnello has been well-tutored
i the matter! his tather. Vincent. is

Loxic

said

Sstory, and o be educa
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ment, put,tt blunt

“Wd
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vard.”

Choboy pre
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The students meet twice month-
Iy at the high school, with chemis-
try teacher Michelie Hmchi, ~
serving as adviser,

“Our purpose is to study the
matter objectively so that residents

A1l have a oreater understanding
of the sxtuatxonq" sa;d Matt Agncl
lo.

Avm,}lu and | Hinchlitfe stressed
their goal of objectivity in dealing
with the toxic issue. The group has
heard from representatives of Resi
dunt«; fm‘ Responsible Government

iled spokesmen from

1 hazardous ,
— to explain 1
nmental impact

the Iarg,\
in the Northea
role and the envi
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to cvery
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“There are two sides

an executive member of Residents  qaic

tor Responsible Government,
which represents 300 people in the
towns of Porter and Lewiston,

 “There has been a 60-year histo-
_ry of dumping toxic chemical waste
by the federal government and by
private companies in the towns of
Porter and Lewiston.” said the ¢l
der Agnello. who lives in Youngs
town. “1t's important for the resi-
dents of both towns to understand
the hxsmry and hazards that the
sites pose.”

Bill Choboy president of Re‘%‘i'

] Larcmnd the sahoa gmunds. '

“This is the right time for the

students to focus on environmental
concerns,” said Bill Rolland, seere-
tary of Residents for
Government. “I see this as an op-
portunity for a real-life learning
lab.” o

The suspeet chemicals are bur
ied in the Niagara Falls Storage
Site, a landfill in the Town of Lew-
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that the younger gencration is take
ing an active role in protecting the
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ihw will inherit
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